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enjoyed by private members in the Legis-
lative Councils will probably divert atten-
tion from its proceedings and cause it
eventually to die a natural death. But in
its educative influence, in its quickening
force, in its political inspiration, touching
as with a coal of fire the lifeless lips of
the Indian masses, converting their quies-
cence into movement, their torpor into fire,
it will live for ever in history as the fore-
runner of a new dispensation. " The stone
which the builders rejected, the same has
become the head of the corner.**
As was only natural, the relations
between Government and the Indian press
have not been distinguished by any marked
degree of cordiality. A newspaper press
is indeed an anomaly in a country despoti-
cally governed, whether it be India, or
Germany, or Russia- The free traditions
and publicity of the press must needs con-
flict with the secret methods of the despot
and his passion for implicit obedience.
Hence constant misunderstandings.
In order to appreciate rightly the
position in ladia, it is necessary first to